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Current statistics on calls to police and crime recording for your neighbourhood can be found at www.police.uk. If you wish to discuss further, please contact a member of your Safer Neighbourhood Team.


Market Drayton – Team contact details:
Team email:		marketdrayton.snt@westmercia.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Officer:           PC Iain McIntosh	Mobile:  07811 748 732
Police Community Support Officer:  PCSO Andy King	Mobile:  07870 163 116
Police Community Support Officer:  PCSO Tara Carruthers 	Mobile:  07971 050 442
Police Community Support Officer:  PCSO Richard Parker	Mobile:  07483 123 858  

Wem – Team contact details:
Team email:		wem.snt@westmercia.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Officer:	       PC Jack Harper 		Mobile:  07817 885 113
[bookmark: _Hlk165019037]Police Community support Officer:  PCSO Lizz Walmsley	Mobile:  07967 303 567
Police Community support Officer:  PCSO Olly Morris	Mobile:  07970 879 117

Whitchurch – Team contact details:
Team email:		whitchurch.snt@westmercia.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Officer:           PC Ben Jones		Mobile:  07973 885 557
Police Community Support Officer:  PCSO Jamie Robinson	Mobile:  07967 301 147		
Police Community Support Officer:  PCSO Dave Andrew	Mobile:  07971 395 050		
Police Community Support Officer:  PCSO Sarah Parker	Mobile:  07483 121 957


Our North Shropshire Parish Councils and their chosen priorities:
	Market Drayton
	Wem 
	Whitchurch
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	Please encourage your parishioners to sign up to Neighbourhood Matters.

Sign up to Neighbourhood Matters… your brand-new community messaging service
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	Neighbourhood Matters enables residents, businesses, and community groups to keep in touch with local policing teams. You can choose exactly what type of alert you wish to receive and how you receive them; whether that be by email, text or telephone.
Sign up now at: www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk











Hello Parish Councils,

This is your North Shropshire Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Newsletter for December 2024. Please see the link above to police.co.uk for crime recording stats for your area, or any other area in the UK should you wish.

Please get in touch if you would like to discuss anything further, if we can provide more information we will, our contact details are above.  If there is anything specific that is affecting your parish area above and beyond the three priorities you have nominated, again please let us know and we will endeavour to support you.

The official West Mercia Police website www.westmercia.police.uk has a wealth of information and includes dedicated sections in relation to News, Recruitment, Watch Schemes, Neighbourhood Matters, Crime Prevention Advice, Support For Victims, other Advice and Information and Thanks & Complaints.



Our North Shropshire SNTs work in a very challenging and varied role and no two days are the same, naturally there are many requests for our time, support and assistance. Obviously, much of what we do we can’t tell you too much about, but rest assured that much of our focus is on the three Parish Council Priorities that you provide us with quarterly. 

Much of the good work that SNTs engage with are posted in the following places:

· Parish Council reports in person or Newsletters

· Neighbourhood Matters – www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk 

· Facebook - www.facebook.com/shropshirecops/

· Twitter – www.twitter.com/NorthShropCops

Below is just a small snapshot of the good work North Shropshire SNTs have been involved with recently…
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As part of the monthly Newsletter, we will be adding trending and/or appropriate crime prevention advice and information. Along with any recent updates from our other policing departments and partners. 

This month’s Newsletter contains sections on ‘Nottingham Knockers’ (current North Shropshire trend), ‘Crash for cash’ (current national trend), ‘Christmas Drink Drive’ (seasonal message)



Nottingham Knockers

NOT SURE? DON'T OPEN THE DOOR!

We have had reports that ‘Nottingham Knockers’ are attending homes in North Shropshire recently. Be vigilant. Stay Safe. Do not buy or sell anything at the door.

Who are the Nottingham Knockers?
Nottingham Knockers are usually young men who go door to door, selling household products. They are often dropped off early in the morning in a particular location by a large van and are then transported around that area throughout the day.

What is the scam?
They may offer to show you a fake company I.D for a company that does not exist. They may also be carrying a large holdall style bag which contains various household items at high prices and will try and hard sell to make money. They will also tell you about how they are trying to make a better life. When you decline their advances, you may be subject to verbal abuse and threats to cause criminal damage.

If you get an unexpected knock on the door, please check to see who is on the other side of your door before opening it. Either look through a side window, look through a spy hole, or simply ask out loud who it is. If you do not know them, establish who they are and what they are there for before you open the door. Please remember if the cold caller sales are unsuccessful, they are unlikely to return in future.

If you do experience any verbal abuse and feel intimidated, please call 101 and tell us what was said, and a description of the person.

If you would like a 'No Cold Callers' poster for your door, email your local Safer Neighbourhood Team via the contact emails above and we will drop one round for you.





Crash for cash
‘Crash for cash’ is a form of insurance fraud in which drivers and moped riders stage road traffic collisions to gain compensation. These collisions put motorists at risk and contribute to increased insurance premiums.
There has been a rise in ‘crash for cash’ fraud involving mopeds in the UK. Over 4,000 people were targeted from June 2021 to July 2024, leading to fraudulent insurance claims worth an estimated total of £70 million.
Organised criminal gangs are often behind these incidents and will make fake or exaggerated insurance claims for storage and replacement moped costs. In some cases, fraudsters will cause a crash and try to intimidate victims into handing over money at the scene.
What to look out for
· Beware of single parked vans near junctions. ‘Crash for cash’ moped riders often use them as hiding spots.
· Be wary of moped riders loitering or acting suspiciously in residential areas. Often, they will hang around in small roads off busy high streets before staging a collision.
· ‘Crash for cash’ fraudsters overreact and fake injuries after crashes.
· Moped riders will often keep their helmets on after a collision to avoid identification.
How to protect yourself against ‘crash for cash’ fraud
· Be cautious when on the road and give all drivers adequate distance in front and behind.
· Fitting a dashcam to the front and rear of your vehicle can help deter offenders. If you become victim to, or witness, a ‘crash for cash’ incident, dashcam footage may help prove that an insurance claim is fraudulent. It could also help the police prosecute offenders.
· If you see a suspicious crash, offer to be a witness to the driver. Gather as much information as possible. This could be the make and model of the moped, its number plate or the clothing the moped rider is wearing.
· ‘Crash for cash’ moped riders may try to pressure you into presenting your driving licence and insurance certificate after a collision, which they will photograph on their mobile phone. In some instances, the information on these documents has been used to fraudulently take out insurance policies. Protect your ID from being compromised by only providing the other driver with the insurance information that is legally required. 
If you are involved in, or witness, a collision and suspect it is a ‘crash for cash’ incident, report it to the police via the Insurance Fraud Bureau’s confidential CheatLine on 0800 422 0421 or insurancefraudbureau.org/cheatline. Always call 999 in an emergency.


Christmas Drink Drive
Over the past three years across our three counties there have been 25 fatalities and 167 serious injuries on the roads where alcohol has been a contributory factor. An additional 11 fatalities and 68 serious injuries have occurred involving drugs. Whilst the vast majority of drivers do the right thing, across the three counties we arrested 266 people during December 2023 for being over the limit whilst behind the wheel.

Reducing the harm caused on our roads is a key commitment for West Mercia Police, as set out in the Police and Crime Commissioner’s West Mercia Safer Communities Plan. In support of this throughout December we are taking part in Operation Limit, a month long national operation targeting those motorists that still think it’s acceptable to drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

There is no fool-proof way of calculating how much you can drink and remain under the limit, or knowing how much an individual person can drink and still drive safely. Any amount of alcohol can affect your ability to drive and there are numerous consequences of driving with alcohol in your system. If caught over the limit motorists face 6 months’ imprisonment, an unlimited fine and a ban from driving for at least 1 year (3 years if convicted twice in 10 years). Beyond these penalties, those choosing to drive under the influence jeopardise the safety of all road users.
 
Op Limit is being supported by local Shropshire business Wenlock Spring with their 'The Only One for the Road', campaign encouraging drivers not to risk even one alcoholic drink if they are driving and highlighting the fact that non alcoholic options are available.

Superintendent Stuart Bill of West Mercia Police said: “It’s extremely frustrating that some motorists still drive under the influence of alcohol. With the variety of non alcoholic options now available there really is no excuse. There is no foolproof way of calculating how much you can drink and remain under the limit, or knowing how much an individual person can drink and still drive safely. Any amount of alcohol can affect your ability to drive and there are numerous consequences of driving with alcohol in your system. Enforcement already takes place across the whole of our area in order to detect those who are willing to take the risk and to protect other road users and we hope that more people over the Christmas period choose a suitable alternative to alcohol if they are driving.”
 
Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion said: “Anyone who makes a conscious decision to get into a vehicle after having a drink or taking drugs is putting not only their own life at risk but innocent road-users too. This unacceptable behaviour is part of the sad fact that many of the deaths and serious injuries happening on our roads are preventable. It’s therefore right that West Mercia Police carries out year-round enforcement across Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Shropshire to identify offenders and bring them to justice. As set out in my Safer Communities Plan, I will continue to back the force with the resources it needs to carry out effective and proactive activity to ensure harm is reduced - a top priority for communities in West Mercia."


































Are you aware of Community Speed Watch, and is it relevant to your parish?

With Community Speed Watch now in its eighth year of operation within West Mercia, local communities are being reminded about the scheme and how volunteers can get involved in speed monitoring and improve the quality of life in their area if speeding traffic is causing concern.
Community Speed Watch is a community driven road safety initiative, coordinated by West Mercia Police but managed and run by volunteers in the community. It involves trained volunteers from the community monitoring the speeds of vehicles with approved, hand-held speed measurement devices. Where vehicle speeds are found to be inappropriate, a letter is sent to the registered keeper by the police with the aim of encouraging them to reduce their speed when driving in the future.
The scheme was introduced within West Mercia in 2014 and has gone from strength to strength over the last 8 years with over 40 active sites currently operating. It was introduced to enhance the force’s speed enforcement strategy, by addressing community concerns in areas that do not meet either speed or collision criteria for police-led enforcement.

A Community Speed Watch scheme is initiated when ‘speeding traffic’ has been identified as a community road safety concern by a parish council or Safer Neighbourhood Team. However, several criteria must be met before a scheme can be established:
· The area must have a 30mph or 40mph speed restriction.
· Speed data collected by West Mercia Police must show that speed levels in the area do not meet the national industry requirements for police enforcement.
· No other enforcement activity is currently in place.
· There must be at least six volunteers in each Community Speed Watch scheme.
· Speed checks must be conducted by at least three volunteers at any one time.
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The contacts below may be of interest to those in the parish who may be more comfortable reporting crime or giving information to the police, anonymously:
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Are your parishioners aware of Action Fraud?

If you’ve been the victim of a scam, fraud or online crime (cybercrime) you can report it to Action Fraud:
· Action Fraud website
· on 0300 123 2040 (Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm).
Action Fraud is the national reporting centre for fraud and cybercrime. It collects reports about fraud on behalf of the police in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. For fraud in Scotland please report it directly to Police Scotland.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD MATTERS
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Shropshire Police .
a 25 November at 11:54 - @
REMINDER | Today at 3pm there is an community event in Market Drayton.

The event is for women and girls only, and will be held on Monday 25 November at
3pm until 6pm in Market Drayton town centre. We will me meeting outside the Town
Hall at 3pm. (Frogmore Rd, Market Drayton)

The event is being organised by Sergeant Liam Heathcote from the Market Drayton
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) aims to give attendees the chance to raise any
concerns they may have within their local community. There will also be female
representatives from our partners including domestic abuse officers, schools and
family support, crime prevention advisors, town council representatives as well as
police officers. Our staff will be on hand to answer questions and provide advice and
support.

At 3.15pm there will be an introduction to the event and explanation of the roles of
the staff members present.

Around 3.30pm our design out crime officer will be delivering a talking on personal
safety.

Around 345pm There will be a “Walk and Talk” giving people a chance to identify to
officers any areas of concerns with the town centre.

After the walk we will return to the town hall where refreshments will be available.
Our team of staff will be on hand to offer and advice and support. There will also be
some protective alarms and security equipment available.

The event s also being held on White Ribbon Day, which is the globally recognised
symbol to end men's violence against women and girls.




image4.png
Shropshire Police
21 November at 13:01- @

Emergency services are currently at the scene of a collision on the A41 near Sandford
The road is currently blocked. Please seek alternative routes

Thank you for your patience.
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Shropshire Police
17 November at 08:53 - @

Whitchurch Safer Neighbourhood Team has recently received a number of
complaints from members of the public in relation to speeding motorists on Chester
Road, Whitchurch. Last week, officers from our Motorcycle Traffic Support Team
attended Whitchurch spending time on Chester Road where 36 motorists were
reported for driving above the 30mph limit with the highest being 46mph.

As part of the Local Policing Community Charter, Whitchurch Town Council have
identified Safer Roads as one of the Policing Priorities in the area. We will continue to
work our partner agencies and support teams in order to address these concerns.
There are a number of ways to report road safety issues either on 101 or online using
this link .In an emergency,
please dial 999.

If you have a dashcam and have captured any traffic offences that you wish to report,
this can be done via Op Snap which is found on
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North Shrops SNT @NorthShropCops - Nov 4
Drop in and speak to the Wem Safer Neighbourhood Team for our mobile
surgery in your area

We will be on hand to listen to any concerns and to offer crime prevention
advice

neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/Alerts/A/208817
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Whitchurch SNT visit to 1st Prees Beavers, Cubs &
Scouts

GOOD NEWS

Recently Whitchurch SNT had the pleasure of visiting the local 1st Prees Beavers,
Cubs & Scouts at Prees Village Hall.

The visit gave us the chance to talk to the groups about our policing role within the
community, along with discussions on topics such as smoking, alcohol, drugs and
internet & personal safety.

This was a great opportunity for local officers to meet the young people of our
communities and support our local organisations. It is a part of the SNT role that
officers enjoy and would look for opportunities to do the same for other clubs and
organisations.

Take care and all the best,

Jamie
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Mobile police surgery in your area - Whitchurch

Drop in to speak to Whitchurch Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) officers at the
Whitchurch SNT police offices, Whitchurch Community Hospital (SY13 1NT) on:

Tuesday the 26th November 2024 @ 6pm - 8pm

Wednesday the 27th November 2024 @ 6pm - 8pm

‘We will be on hand to listen to any concerns and to offer crime prevention advice.
Everyone is welcome and it would be great to see you there.

For more information please contact PCSO Jamie Robinson on 07967 301 147

All the best,

Jamie
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7))
mu Parking concerns - WHITCHURCH Train Station

Market Drayton Team B response have been made aware of a vehicle that was left on
'WHITCHURCH train station car park with MOT & Tax that expired on February 2024 1!

Whilst officers have been conducting checks on the vehicle they noticed another
vehicle that was left unattended, this vehicle was also showing no MOT & TAX since
March 2024, both vehicles have been seized to stop public nuisance.

Many thanks for your help and support. It is only by the police and the public working
together that we can effectively both prevent and detect crime and keep our
communities safe.
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CrimeStoppers. 0800 555 111

Speak up. Stdg safe. 100% anonymous. Always.
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0800 555 111

part of Crimestoppers 100% anonymous. Always.
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National Fraud & Cyber Crime Reporting Centre
""" 0300 123 2040 "%""




image15.png
eSek

SMARTWATER

SMARTWATER’ O]

WHAT IS SMARTWATER?

Smartator i a sophistcated so
 criminl. 1 can be decty appie

oy, dotes thives and helps he

ck o whero & cama rom

stered 1o an adess or ocaton. Anything marked
alowing he pokce o ety soln proper

10 crm sosnes. SmartWater s amost nvistie n naura ight but o

and nk crmina
brignt Under Uvavile V) g

chocis profect thel T and sports
scqupment.

Uttty firms apply SmartWater
and

+ Thousance

®, s

WHY DO CRIMINALS AVOID SMARTWATER?

prtWater or caugiht wih Smastite markod
prosecsion, SmartWater has helped

et hunceck of crminals endhas @

n et
s are allooking

ap merchants and ey





image16.png
HELP US TO <

REDUCE CRIME SO
IN YOUR AREA

SMARTWATER® HOME SECURITY PACK:
SPECIAL PROMOTIONAL PRICE

‘Smarttor s manufachured ight hero i he Wost Midancs, They ar alcal company warking

i partnrsp wih yourlcalpoice 10 roduce rme i your communits.

“Tharks to Viost erca and Warviclstio Polca’s WEE DON'T BUY CRIME prject, you can purchasa
‘Smariter for your homa a specil pomoton prico of £49.96* with no annual focs.

A

E e,

HOW SMARTWATER WORKS:
« Smartiator has a unique forensic code that, 01 2ppled, makes cquipment Faceablo back.
tohar owner
« SmartWate s easy to apply and cnly visicl under UV ght™
= Bach application s quarantoed 1o last &-years™
« Recognised by criinas - SmartWater THIEVES BEWARE® delarent sgnage senck out a power warring
totews.

= Responsibk for comictng hundieds ofcrinals, wih a 100% conviction rate n contestod cout cases
« Orly a speck tho size of a pinhead i requied 0 conict
« When deployed by poice, SmartWaterhas helped recce burglary by up 0 86%.

-
RIME





